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IMAGINE
A WORLD

...

where every child has
a safe, permanent,
loving family.
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LET TER FROM THE LE ADERSHIP
Dear Friends,
It is a privilege to be entrusted with leading The Barker Adoption Foundation and to
have the opportunity to share with you the impact of our work in 2017. This Annual
Report is more than a simple listing of data. It features stories and pictures of those
touched by our services and the generous donors who support our mission to build
and support families.
The year 2017 marks our 72nd year of finding families for children and supporting
those children, families and others in the community through robust programming,
support services and education. Our goal is to be a leader in ethical child-centered
adoption services which includes not only placing children in loving, safe and
permanent families, but also providing lifelong services that ensure children, families,
birth parents, adoptive parents and adult adoptees are supported throughout their
adoption journey.
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With your help, we succeeded in achieving this goal in 2017. We celebrated the
homecoming of 79 children, from newborns to older youth, both from the United
States and from our international programs. We provided responsive, nurturing
and non-judgmental counseling to pregnant women, their partners and family
members. We reached out to hundreds of prospective adoptive parents who might
consider adopting an older child from foster care through our Project Wait No
Longer Program. We grew our post-adoption services and responded to requests for
post-adoption information, provided individual adoption-related counseling, assisted
in search and reunifications and sponsored informative education sessions for the
community on adoption related topics. We partnered with five countries to place
internationally- born children, including older children and children with medical
issues. And finally, we seamlessly transitioned leadership of the agency from our longserving and beloved Executive Director, Dr. Marilyn Regier, who retired in August.
While Marilyn left big shoes to fill, Sue is lucky to have served by her side as the
Associate Director for the last five years, and before that in several other capacities
at Barker. With the support of the Board and our committed staff, we have continued
the important work of Barker.
The Barker Adoption Foundation has helped build and support over 7,500 families
since Richard and Ruth Barker founded the organization in 1945. Still, we recognize
that much remains to be done in the ever-changing landscape of adoption. We
thank you for your continued support as Barker continues to fill a critical role for the
children we serve and the entire adoption community.
Thank you for helping us make a difference,

Susan Hollar
Executive Director & CEO
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Howard Menditch
Chair, Board of Trustees

CHRISTOPHER

WE
SERVE:

Birth Parents,
Adoptive Parents,
Adoptive Persons
and anyone whose
life is touched by
adoption.
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LOOK WHO JOINED OUR FA MILY IN 2017!
Adam & Rob welcomed Caleb
Alberto & Lauren welcomed Sebastiano
Alessandro & Valeria welcomed Luigi
Alexander & Diana welcomed Caitlyn
Anthony & Dorothy welcomed Samantha
Anthony & Karen welcomed Anthony
Arden & Gloria welcomed Jacob
Arnie & Jeana welcomed Avery and Ryder
Arvind & Sukhvir welcomed Amyra
Barry & Melanie welcomed Eli
Ben & Amanda welcomed Jonathan
Bill & Jennifer welcomed Hannah
Brad & Maria welcomed Serafina
Brek & Kendell welcomed Gwendolyn
Brett & Leigh Anne welcomed Sabrina
Bright & Costanza welcomed Darian
Bruce & Holly welcomed Carly
Bryndon & Megan welcomed Brenna
Chris & Jacquie welcomed Joseph
Christa welcomed Cora
Christina welcomed Luna
Christopher & Emily welcomed June
Cody & Erin welcomed Finn
Dan & Bethany welcomed Zelie-Louise
Daniel & Melissa welcomed Elyse
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Daniel & Nina welcomed Selene
Daniela welcomed Ava
Danielle welcomed Patience
Dave & Becky welcomed Jolette and Jose
David & Lynn welcomed Christopher
Devin & Janelle welcomed Justin
Eliza & Rachel welcomed Lena
Eric & Jeannette welcomed Gabrielle
George & Jamie welcomed Samantha
Jake & Sarah welcomed Finley
James & Leah welcomed Hederson
James & Nicole welcomed Timothy
James & Rosario welcomed Juan
Jason & Hilliary welcomed Eros
Jermain & Jason welcomed Jalen
Jiahau & Pauline welcomed Derek
Jodi welcomed Aiden
John & Scott welcomed Andrew
Josh & Darryl welcomed Frederick
Justin & Sarah welcomed June
Kevin & Chris welcomed Sophie
Kyle & Christine welcomed Benjamin
Laurent & Brenda welcomed Bora
Lita & Vic welcomed Ellie
Loren & Karen welcomed Anna

Matt & Jaylyn welcomed Greyson
Matt & Katie welcomed Miriam
Michael & Jennifer welcomed Gabriel
Michael & Julia welcomed Hope
Mike & Jean welcomed Lisa
Nathaniel & Aletheia welcomed Rhett
Niles & Tani welcomed Raven
Noel & Alex welcomed Eleanor
Philip & Robin welcomed Luke
Pili & Christina welcomed Lily
Rajeev & Pallavi welcomed Kairavi
Rex & Kirsten welcomed Caileigh
Rich & Natalie welcomed Sam
Richard & Ming welcomed Marie
Richard & Pauline welcomed John
Rob & Allie welcomed Robert
Scott & Heather welcomed Shane
Terence & Mari welcomed Meadow
Till & Brenda welcomed Kailah
Tim & Brian welcomed Autumn
Tom & Ashley welcomed Luciana
Tony & Jenn welcomed Mariah
Venkata & Naveena welcomed Nirvan
Viet & Avery welcomed Avery
Willard & Sharon welcomed Janelle

79

7,500+

CHILDREN PLACED
IN SAFE, LOVING,

CHILDREN WE HAVE PLACED IN SAFE, LOVING,

PERMANENT HOMES SINCE OUR FOUNDING IN 1945

140

PROFESSIONALS AND COMMUNITY
MEMBERS WHO RECEIVED TRAINING
FROM BARKER RELATED TO ETHICAL
ADOPTION PRACTICES

PERMANENT HOMES
IN 2017!

57

PROSPECTIVE
ADOPTIVE PARENTS
WHO RECEIVED 27
HOURS OF TRAINING
FOR OLDER CHILD
ADOPTION FROM
FOSTER CARE

537 300
PROSPECTIVE ADOPTIVE

PARENTS WHO ATTENDED
AN INFORMATIONAL

ATTENDEES AT OUR 2017 ADOPTION AND FOSTER
CARE CONFERENCE, MY FAMILY IS MY FAMILY:
FROM AMBIVALENCE TO ACCEPTANCE

MEETING

5

COUNTRY PROGRAMS WE
PARTNERED WITH TO PLACE
29 CHILDREN WITH LOVING
FAMILIES IN THE UNITED
STATES — CHINA, COLUMBIA,
HAITI, INDIA, AND SOUTH
KOREA

500+

REQUESTS WE RESPONDED TO FOR
POST-ADOPTION INFORMATION AND
COUNSELING
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ANGEL A

FIRST
PERSON

...

In the pages that follow,
members of the Barker family
share their stories about
adoption and its impact on
their lives.

“THEY
CA ME IN
& SAVED
MY LIFE”

These are the words of Angela, a woman facing an unexpected choice
between parenting and placing her child for adoption.
UNANTICIPATED BIRTH
Angela recalls the details of the day that changed her life. “I
wasn’t feeling well and had what started as a bad stomach ache.
The pain was growing worse, so I took an Uber to the hospital to
find out why.” The answer came as a shock – Angela was in labor
and about to give birth. Unaware she was pregnant, Angela was
suddenly delivering a child that she felt unprepared to raise.
For a woman in Angela’s position, identifying and processing all
of the available options can be overwhelming. Parent or don’t
parent? Involve family members or leave them out? Spend time
with her baby or don’t? The choices, and the impact of each, can
be difficult to sort through.
AT A LOSS
Angela says she was certain that adoption was the right choice
to make for her daughter, but she didn’t know where to turn
for help. “I knew I couldn’t parent her and that placing her for
adoption was the best option, but I wanted to make sure I did
everything right so she could have the kind of life I wanted for
her,” Angela says.
“It wasn’t about me. It was about her. She didn’t ask to come
into this world and I needed to figure out how to do right by
her,” she adds.
At the hospital, Angela struggled with tough decisions — who
should she call to inquire about adoption, who should be caring
for her daughter right now, where would she find a family who
would love her baby and help her grow up to be strong?
EVALUATING THE OPTIONS
Wrestling with these thoughts, Angela felt a sense of
overwhelming relief when she was visited by two pregnancy
counselors from The Barker Adoption Foundation.
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WHAT CAN BIRTH MOTHERS EXPECT FROM BARKER? THEY CAN
ALWAYS EXPCT THE FOLLOWING AT NO COST:
•

A licensed, experienced pregnancy counselor
available to talk whenever they wish

•

The option to select and meet a family who is
ready to adopt and parent

•

Confidentiality and respect

•

•

Support at the hospital before and after the
birth

Guidance in tailoring the level of open adoption
that is right for them

•

•

An experienced pregnancy counselor available
to support birth fathers as they make their
decisions

Continued support after the adoption takes
place

“They came in and saved my life. I was so
afraid I was going to make a decision that
was going to harm my daughter because
I didn’t know enough about placing her.
They walked me through all of my options
and helped me understand what I could
do and what I did not have to do.”
While Angela was steadfast in her desire
to place her daughter with an adoptive
family, Barker’s pregnancy counselors
would also have provided support if she
had decided to parent instead. All Barker
pregnancy counselors hold Master’s
degrees in social work and are skilled
at providing informed, competent and
compassionate care to birth parents in
need. Barker pregnancy counselors use
the title “pregnancy counselors” rather
than “adoption counselors” because they
never assume a parent will place their
baby for adoption.
MATCHING WITH A FAMILY
All birth parents have the option to select
an adoptive family for their child. In this
case, Angela gave Barker permission to
contact potential adoptive parents on
her behalf to find a good match. Her
parameters were simple, but clear: “I
needed to be sure that she would be loved
and that she will be able to be herself. I
don’t care if the [adoptive parents] are
aliens from the moon as long as both
things are true.”
During this period, Angela’s baby was
under the care of a Barker “Cradle
Care” family. Through Barker’s Cradle
Care program, babies are placed with
trained, licensed foster care families who
provide love, nurture and care while birth
mothers and their partners take time to
evaluate their options and reflect on their
decisions.

Fortunately, Barker didn’t have to look
as far as the moon to find a couple they
thought would be a good match. After
reviewing the couple’s file, Angela
agreed to meet them, albeit reluctantly.
Again, she credits Barker’s pregnancy
counselors with helping her work through
her options. “At first, I didn’t want to go,
but the Barker pregnancy counselor I was
working with really encouraged me to and
I’m so glad that I did.”
SETTING EXPECTATIONS
Angela had a heart-to-heart with the
prospective adoptive parents when she
met with them at Barker’s offices. “What
appealed to me most is they promised me
they wouldn’t change her. If she doesn’t
want to wear pink, she doesn’t have to. If
she wants to wear pink, she’ll wear pink. I
want her to be able to be herself.”
A little over a year later, Angela says
she’s happy to report she sees that
promise being kept. She’s also pleased
that she has been able to maintain a role
in her daughter’s life.
WATCHING HER GROW
Facilitated by Barker, Angela and the
baby’s adoptive parents have crafted a
relationship that includes regular updates
and yearly visits and Angela was thrilled
to be asked to give her daughter her
first name. She was also grateful for the
thoughtfulness the adoptive parents
showed when they christened the baby in
a christening gown handed down through
the generations from Angela’s greatgrandparents.
Following another family tradition,
Angela gave the baby her first pair of
black-and-white Converse Chuck Taylor
sneakers for her first birthday. “Everyone
in my family gets a pair on their first

birthday and now she has them too,”
Angela says, while showing off the pair
currently adorning her own feet.
GRATEFUL TO BARKER
Asked about Barker’s discussion group
for birth mothers, Angela says she
hasn’t participated, but is glad to know
it’s there if she changes her mind.
She also appreciates the referrals she’s
received from Barker for therapists that
understand adoption and its complexities
should she decide she wants to speak with
someone. Just as important, she says,
is knowing that her child will also have
services available to her through Barker if
she desires them as she grows.
Angela is still in touch with her social
workers and is grateful for the support
she received throughout the process. “If
you want a place where you’re already
family when you walk in the door, go to
Barker. When [the Barker social workers]
walked in my door, they were ready to
take care of my daughter and me.”

165

PREGNANT
WOMEN, THEIR
PARTNERS AND
FAMILY MEMBERS
RECEIVED
COUNSELING 		
FROM BARKER
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M AT T, LINDA & ROY
MATT, LINDA , ROY

Oregon who were responsible for his care.
They also spoke at length with his current
foster mother who had been preparing
Matt for adoption for a year. They made a
photo book that included pictures of their
neighborhood, their friends, their church,
their home and Ollie, their cat. They added
images of Linda playing the violin and Roy
drumming and sent it off so Matt could begin
considering them too. Matt says he looked
through the book once and announced he
was “ready to go.”
INTRODUCTIONS

Imagine for a moment that you are 12 years
old. You’ve lived with 10 different families in
the past four years. You’ve never spent an
entire year in the same school. You don’t have
a birth certificate, which makes even small
things hard.
That’s the situation Matt was in when a
couple named Linda and Roy received a
call from The Barker Adoption Foundation
inviting them to review his file and consider
whether they might be just the right parents
to give Matt the stable, lasting, loving family
he so deserved.
READY FOR AN OLDER CHILD
Enter the home of Linda, Roy and Matt
today and the love and connection among
the three is unmistakable. They finish
each other’s sentences and share obvious
delight in recounting how they came to be
a family, despite challenges along the way.
Older child adoption isn’t for everyone.
Many potential adoptive parents do not feel
equipped to meet the needs of older youth
or feel intimidated by the idea of parenting a
child who may have experienced emotional
trauma. Linda and Roy felt differently:
“I always wanted to adopt an older child,”
Linda says.
The couple was well-versed in the challenges
that can come with older child adoption.
They had explored both public and private
12 2017 Annual Report

older child adoption before opting to join
Barker’s Project Wait No Longer (PWNL)
Program, an initiative launched in 2005
to match children in the U.S. foster care
system with families that are ready, willing
and able to meet their needs. While waiting
to be matched, Linda and Roy learned
as much as they could from others who
had undertaken older child adoptions,
completing over 27 hours of training and
attending a support group at Barker related
to older child adoption.
MATCHING UP
When Linda and Roy received a call from
a Barker staff member excited about a
potential match for them, they were willing
to keep an open mind. While Matt, then age
12 and living in Oregon, was a little bit older
than the child they were envisioning, the
couple knew Barker had their best interests
at heart and agreed to carefully review
Matt’s file before deciding whether to go
further.
It didn’t take long for their interest to be
piqued. In the “Wednesday’s Child” video
included with his file, Matt put together a
Lego set. “We started thinking, ‘Wow, this
child could be a great match for us!’”		
Linda says.
Open to learning more, the couple talked to
Matt’s team of social workers and others in

In August 2013, Linda and Roy flew to
Oregon to meet Matt. Roy tells the story of
their first meeting: “We went to his foster
family’s house and Matt came out to greet us
holding an Electronics for Dummies book he
had bought with his birthday money, which
told us we were going to get along just fine.
Our first outing was to the Oregon Museum
of Science and Industry where we spent time
taking in the exhibits.”
When they stopped for lunch at the museum
restaurant, and Matt announced that he was
going to have three desserts, Linda and Roy
had to tell him he was limited to one.“It was
our first parenting moment,” Linda says with
a laugh.
“THIS IS OUR KID”
Linda and Roy are both musicians and music
is a big part of their life. In a moment that
sealed their growing bond, while driving back
from the museum, Linda started beating
a rhythm pattern in the car. Roy joined in
a few phrases later with his own pattern, a
practice they’ve engaged in countless times.
Suddenly, a third rhythm could be heard
from the back seat — Matt has added his

WHEN IS A
PERSON TOO
OLD TO NEED
A PARENT? 		
THE ANSWER
IS NEVER

own pattern that seamlessly integrated with
those Linda and Roy had started.
“That’s when we knew it for certain: ‘Oh my
God, this is our kid,’” Roy says.
After the first visit, Linda and Roy visited
three more times while the paperwork was
completed for Matt to move to Maryland
with them and begin their daily lives as a
family. That day finally came just before
Thanksgiving in 2013.
ANOTHER ODYSSEY BEGINS
While Matt, Linda and Roy were finally
physically together, a lingering reality from
Matt’s past turned finalizing his adoption
into a nearly four-year ordeal. Despite being
a ward of Oregon since he was nine, Matt
had no birth certificate and no proof of his
identity. Without it, his adoption could not
be completed. It also meant he could not
obtain a Social Security number, apply for a
passport, or even register for school without
going through extra steps.
“There was no birth certificate, no family
records, no medical records and no school
records from the time before Matt went into
foster care. From a family point of view, this
didn’t matter. Nothing stopped us from the
family formation that started as soon as we
met Matt in Oregon. That part happened
quickly. It’s the legal part that got hung up,”
Roy explains.
NO CONFIRMATION OF BIRTH
Oregon had made serious efforts to confirm
Matt’s birth, even going so far as to send an
investigator to California to try to speak with
the manager of a trailer park where Matt
was rumored to have been born. Neither
the manager nor anyone else could attest to
Matt’s birth, leaving the state legally unable
to issue him a birth certificate.
After Matt left Oregon, every six months
Linda, Roy and Matt attended permanency
hearings with an Oregon judge by phone.
As time dragged on, everyone involved
grew frustrated with the lack of progress.
“We were getting more and more upset
about not being able to get things done and
we decided to go another route and get
political representatives involved, starting
with crafting letters to the governor of
Oregon and the state’s attorney general,”
Linda recalls.
LEGAL HELP
During this period, Linda, Roy and Matt
were visited monthly by a Barker social

worker who also was aghast at the limbo the
family found themselves in. Fully supportive
of the shift in tactics, Barker engaged Peter
Wiernicki, an experienced adoption lawyer,
to help Linda and Roy write the letters
they would send to Oregon officials. “His
advice was that somewhere, someone was
just going to have to decide to do the right
thing and we needed to make sure we didn’t
let our frustration get the better of us. Our
letters needed to be written in a way that
encouraged people to help us,” Roy says.

BY AGE
10, THE
LIKELIHOOD
OF A CHILD
IN FOSTER
CARE BEING
ADOPTED
GOES
DOWN BY 50
PERCENT
After the letters were sent, things started
moving. The governor asked for status
checks. The state Department of Justice
got involved as did the state ombudsman.
“The team turned over every stone to find
documentation and they finally uncovered
something that might work, but it was a
document that would have to be approved
by a registrar in California’s vital records
office, not Oregon’s,” Linda explains.
FINALIZATION — FINALLY
An Oregon registrar offered to call the
registrar in California and explain the
situation. Shortly afterwards, Linda,
Roy and Matt received a call at home in
Maryland and heard what they had been
longing to hear for nearly four years —
Matt’s birth certificate had been issued.
In October 2017, three years and eleven
months after joining his forever family,
Matt’s adoption was finalized.

Since then, Linda, Roy and Matt have been
busy navigating other bureaucratic mazes
to obtain other important documents. It
took three tries to obtain a Social Security
number as the agency wanted certified
letters from all of the schools that Matt
had attended in Oregon while in foster
care. “Oregon schools don’t keep records
of students who don’t graduate from them
so we had to have someone drive to all of
the schools there and get letters saying
the records they wanted weren’t available,”
Linda says. Next up, a U.S. passport so
Matt can see the world, if he desires.
A BARKER FAMILY FOREVER
In the meantime, Matt is thriving as he
heads into his junior year in an International
Baccalaureate program that emphasizes
independent thinking and self-awareness.
An accomplished artist and self-taught
programmer, he’s not-so-secretly hoping
for a 3D printer for his next birthday.
And remember those Legos that first
caught Linda’s eye when she saw Matt’s
Wednesday’s Child video? Every August,
you can find Linda, Roy and Matt exhibiting
their creations at BrickFair Virginia, an
expo where Lego enthusiasts gather to
appreciate more than two acres of Lego
models and displays. “There are so many
things we never would have known about
or experienced without Matt. He’s brought
so much to us,” Linda says as Roy nods in
agreement.
Reflecting on their experiences over the
past four years, Roy, Linda and Matt all
express gratitude for the support they
received from Barker throughout. “We
can’t say enough good things.”
“We’ll always be a Barker family.”

PROJECT WAIT
NO LONGER
Project Wait No Longer
partners with public
child welfare agencies
across the country to
find loving, safe, and
permanent families
for older children in
foster care.
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ELYSE & C ARLY
E LY S E A N D C A R LY

“We were never told we couldn’t have
biological kids, but things didn’t seem
to be going in that direction so we
started researching adoption. We were
becoming really frustrated with the
information available on the Internet
and then a co-worker brought his
daughter home through Barker and
we decided to attend an information
session,” Dan says.
Dan calls the information session
transformative. “We were so grateful
for all of the information that was
provided.
It corrected a lot of my
misconceptions. We felt so comfortable
we stopped looking at other agencies
and committed within a month.”

Elyse and Carly are so close that for a
long time, they called themselves “sisters.”
Their strong attachment is likely to serve
them well for their lifetimes as research
shows that adopted children who form
connections with other adopted children
(and see families who mirror theirs) have a
healthier view of adoption overall.
ROOTED IN CHINA
Now six, Elyse and Carly began their
friendship in an orphanage in China
where the girls shared a crib while
awaiting placement in a permanent,
loving family. Six months apart in

age, the two girls have very different
personalities, but a steel-like bond.
The bond between their adoptive
families is also extraordinarily strong.
Elyse’s parents, Melissa and Dan, and
Carly’s parents, Holly and Bruce, met
through Barker while waiting for their
daughters to be ready to join their
families.
PRAISE FOR BARKER
For Melissa and Dan, their journey to
Elyse started with a desire to explore
adoption as a way to form their family.

Holly and Bruce had a similar reaction
to Barker. “We wanted to have a
second child, but that didn’t seem
to be happening and we had always
been open to adoption. I did a ton of
research and called a lot of agencies.
What I immediately liked about Barker
was they were upfront and forthcoming
from the start. They easily answered
the questions I had and when I asked
for references, they gave them right
away,” Holly says.
Both couples completed the application
and home study and then settled in to
wait to be matched with a child. During
this time, each attended training
classes and support groups at Barker.
“We attended the waiting parent
meeting as well as sessions on behavior
and on medical issues. We had a little

BARKER CONTINUES TO SUPPORT EACH
FAMILY WHO ADOPTED INTERNATIONALLY
AFTER THEY ARRIVE HOME WITH THEIR CHILD.

Immediately upon return and for at least the following 12 months, a Barker
social worker spends time with each family, providing support, assistance,
and information during this critical transition and bonding period.
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advantage with the medical because I’m
a doctor, but we found that there is no
substitute for going through it with Dr.
Dibbs. It really clued us in on what to
expect. All waiting parents should go to
these sessions,” Bruce says.
FOSTERING CONNECTIONS
After Melissa and Dan were matched
with Elyse and Holly and Bruce
matched with Carly, Tina Ji, head
of Barker’s International Program,
connected the couples and introduced
them at one of the trainings. If they hit
it off, she thought, they might be able
to travel at the same time and give the
girls a start in their families together.
That’s exactly what happened. When
they received notice the girls were
ready to come home, Melissa, Dan and
Bruce flew to China and together met
their daughters in Beijing, traveled to
the girls’ home province to finalize their
adoptions, and flew back to the U.S.,
where Holly and Tyler, Carly’s new
brother, waited excitedly at the airport
to welcome everyone home.
LENDING SUPPORT
Both families say being together in
China helped ease the transition for
the girls and for themselves. “The girls
had known each other since they were
18 months old. They were kids who
had been inseparable all that time and
having them come home together
made the process in China easier for
the adults and the kids,” Bruce says.
Bruce adds, “Each day, we met in the
morning for breakfast and then again
in the evening for dinner. In between,
I’d spend time individually with Carly
and Melissa and Dan would spend oneon-one time with Elyse. We’d each do
different things with the girls to bond
as a family based on each girl’s needs.
Doing it this way allowed the adults to
support one another and gave the girls
something familiar as well.”

Melissa fondly recalls the flight to
the girls’ home province as a special
moment in their bonding time. “Elyse
was snuggled deep into Dan’s chest and
we were feeling blissful. Two seconds
later, she threw up all over him,” she
recounts, laughing at the memory. Dan
chimes in: “It was the best throw up
ever.”
“OUR JOB IS TO KEEP THEM
TOGETHER”
Since arriving home, the two couples
have continued to see their connection
as an essential part of their daughters’
lives and they have worked hard to keep
their relationship close —no small feat
considering they live two hours apart.

“During the first year, we saw each
other every other month for birthdays
and other gatherings. We stay in each
other’s houses and try to be there for
big events. We all feel like it’s our job to
keep them together,” Melissa says.
Holly says it’s been amazing to watch
the girls’ bond continue to grow and
develop over time. “They may be
apart for three months and then when
they’re together it’s like they have
never been separated.”
Dan says they gained more than a
daughter through their experience,
they gained an extended family. “It’s
like we won the lottery twice.”

THE 2017 BARKER ADOPTION FOUNDATION STAFF
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Executive Assistant
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Director of PWNL
Pregnancy Counselor
Child Matching and Family Support Specialist, PWNL
Program Assistant, PWNL
Family Specialist
Senior Program Assistant, Domestic Program
Office Manager/Web Coordinator
Program Assistant, International Programs
Clinical Specialist, International Programs
Director of Development
Digital Marketing and Outreach Manager
Executive Director & CEO, Retired
Program Assistant, PWNL
Pregnancy Counselor
Program Assistant, International Programs
Program Assistant, Domestic Program
Director of Finance and Administration
Associate Director, Executive Director
Director of International Programs
Director of Family & Post Adopt Services

CONSULTANTS
Barbara Donesky, LICSW,
LCSW-C
Bianchi Suarez, LGSW
Carol Liu, LICSW, LCSW-C
Carolina Kenrick
Cecilia Racine, LICSW, LCSW-C
Dewanna McDowell, LCSW-C
Dionne Johnston, LICSW,
LCSW-C

Eleanor Sanders, LICSW,
LCSW-C
Eliza Niemann, LICSW, LCSW-C
Jenifer McLuskie
Jo-Ann Callender, LCSW
Jodi Weslow, LICSW, LCSW-C
Kathleen Prentice
Kelly Caraballo, LICSW,
LCSW-C
Keltie Hawkins, LGSW

Kristen Reighard, NCC
Lisa Bridges, LICSW, LCSW-C
Lorice Parker, LGSW
Marc Regier
Monica Testa, LCSW-C, LICSW
Nicole Knight, LICSW, LCSW-C
Rebecca Watson, LGSW
Rosalie Daelemans
Sandy Batton,LICSW, LCSW-C
Seth Solondz
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DOUG & JULIA
When Doug, a 50-year old adult adoptee,
submitted his DNA to a company that
promised to determine his ancestry, his
expectations were pretty low. As someone
who had conducted an extensive, but
unsuccessful, search for his birth mother
two decades ago, he figured he might
receive information about his global origins
and not much more.

DOUG’S AUNT MUFFET, DOUG, JULIA

At first, he was right. The report he was
sent mostly described his Irish lineage. It
wasn’t until he received an email saying he
has a half-sibling in California that things
became interesting.
THE BEGINNING
Doug was born in Washington, D.C.
in 1967. His birth mother, a young art
student who became pregnant during
a relationship with a professor at her
college, had temporarily moved to the
Washington DC-area with her mother
to give birth and avoid the scrutiny and
judgment from family and friends that
were often directed at pregnant, unwed
women during that era.
The Barker Adoption Foundation helped
place Doug with his adoptive family and
he grew up in the Washington suburbs.
His father was a prominent lawyer and
his mother stayed at home to raise
Doug and his older sister.
UNSUCCESSFUL SEARCH
In the late 1990’s as he turned 30,
Doug began searching for his birth
mother. “Sometimes you hear people
talk about having a hole in their heart
and for me that was true. I always felt
like she was looking for me and I wanted
to find her.”
The search proved frustrating.
“Adoption records in DC were
sealed and there wasn’t a way to get
information from them. I contacted
Barker and they sent me a letter with

some medical and other information
that they had, but there wasn’t anything
in it that was going to lead me to who I
was searching for. I even hired a private
investigator, but nothing could be found.
Since I didn’t get anywhere with it, I
kind of put it away and forgot about it,”
he says.
SHOCKING NEWS
Receiving the email from the ancestry
service brought it all back to the
fore. He and his half-sister Nicole,
a Californian who was just a year
younger, spoke by phone and he learned
something so startling it was hard to
believe — he and Nicole didn’t share a
mother, they shared a father and that
father was not the professor identified
in Doug’s records. Instead, it was a man
who had played in a band with Doug’s
birth mother and with whom she had
had a brief fling.
Doug was in for more shocks. After
he and Nicole pieced together the
story, he learned that his birth father
had led a colorful life with six or seven
marriages behind him, including the one
that produced Nicole. Nicole had been

33
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estranged from him for some time, but
Doug was able to track him down in
Colorado, where he was homeless and
living in a storage container. Just three
weeks after Doug found him, his birth
father died of a heart attack. Doug and
Nicole, in their first act as siblings, met
in Colorado where they held a memorial
service for a man that Doug had not had
a chance to know.
RELAUNCHING THE SEARCH
All of these events made Doug more
determined than ever to find his birth
mother. He contacted Barker again and
began working with staff in the Post-

OUR SERVICES DO NOT END AT PLACEMENT
We offer lifelong support to all members of the adoption circle whenever it is needed.
Our post adoption services are available to any person touched by adoption, even if Barker
was not the placing agency.
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Adoption Services Program. This time,
things were easier. “Barker was able to
get DC to unseal my adoption record
and then take the search from there.”
Barker staff made contact with Julia,
Doug’s birth mother, within just weeks.
“Varda Makovsky, head of Barker’s
Post-Adoption Services Program, called
me and I knew exactly what it was and I
was thrilled,” Julia says.
A WELCOME CONNECTION
Julia recalls her decision to place Doug
with an adoptive family. “I was very
young and wasn’t prepared to raise
him. It was a very difficult decision and
Barker was very helpful to me at the
time. Over the years, I always wondered
and worried and wondered and worried,
especially around his birthday, and
hoped that he was doing well.”
In 1982, Julia’s mother, who also
wondered how Doug was doing, tried
to get information, but ran into similar
stumbling blocks. “The general message
was that if we were going to have any
contact, Doug would have to be the one
to initiate it,” Julia recalls.
As the years progressed, Julia thought
about searching again, but said terror
held her back. “I was hoping for it, but
was scared of what I might find. I was
just sort of paralyzed.”
Against this backdrop, Varda’s call was
a welcome one and Julia praises the way
Barker connected her with Doug. “They
were really sensitive to my feelings and
how I might perceive this and were very
good at counseling me. I didn’t have any
hesitation in moving forward.”
Soon, Julia and Doug were not only
talking and texting, but visiting each
other on opposite coasts. “I’ve been to
see her three times in California where
she lives and she has come to DC once.
It feels like we’ve been connected all
along and we communicate every day.”
One of the first things Doug shared
was the news that his birth father wasn’t
who Julia thought he was. “That was a
shock,” Julia says with understatement.
He also introduced her to Nicole, who
lives in California too and has since
become close with Julia as well. “I love
Nicole and her children and her husband

as does my husband. It’s like we’ve
gained an entire big family all at once.”
ACKNOWLEDGING THE RISKS
Doug knows that all reunion experiences
are different. “For me, it couldn’t have
gone any better, but going in, you have
to be careful. My heart would have been
broken if Julia had said she couldn’t have
a relationship with me. I was fortunate
that while she’s now married, she never
had any children. It would have been a
lot harder if she had five kids after me
and then I popped in to her life.”
“I just wish it had been sooner,” he says.
BLENDING FAMILIES
Doug struggled with when and how to
share the news that he had found Julia
with his adoptive mother. “My father
died at Christmas in 2016 and it was
very hard because we were all very
close. My mom was just lost without

my dad and when I found Julia just two
months later, I didn’t want to tell her
because I was worried it would crush
her.”
Still, concerned that she might learn
about it from someone else, he decided
to tell her as gently as he could. This
Thanksgiving, Doug and the mother who
raised him will travel to California to
meet the mother who gave birth to him.
“I’m looking very forward to meeting
her,” Julia says. “I’m very sensitive to
her — she raised him and did the hard
work. I am following their lead, but
would love to talk to her about Doug’s
childhood and learn more about his early
years.”
As for Barker, Doug and Julia have
nothing but gratitude. “I can never pay
the Barker staff back for what they did
for me,” Doug says. Julia agrees: “They
were wonderful.”
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GR ATITUDE
Creating a world where every child has a safe, permanent and loving family doesn’t happen without help. We could not do
the work that we do without the financial support of so many in our community. It’s through your generosity that we are able
to provide no-cost pregnancy counseling, find permanent families for children of all ages, and provide critical post-adoption
support to anyone who has been touched by adoption. From the bottom of our hearts, thank you.
Anonymous
Nicole & Michael Adams
Mark Alexander & Tawnya
McKee
Jean Alexander
Dwight Allen & Joan Centrella
Paul & Denise Allocca
Alexandra Altman
Surina Amin
Elizabeth Anderson
Philios & Ms. Theresa Hearn
Angelides
Thomas & Nancy Appler
William & Lisa Arbelaez
Lawrence Asbell & Christine
Intagliata
Michael Atleson & Kate
Ackerman
Dean & Jo Ann Aulick
Ken & Marsha Bain
Robert Baker & Carol Roberts
Susan & Garry Baker
Vincent & Chris Baldwin
William & Helen Ballinger
Donald & Taruna Barber
Joseph & Susan Barloon
Lynn Barnes
William Barnett
Susan Barrick
Dae Sung Batoff & Lale
Kuyumcu
Timothy Beardsley & Anna
Gillis
William & Mary Beebe
Anna Beers
Jane Beers
Jennifer Beers
Bryan & Michele Beier
Robert & Susan Bell
Margaret Bender
Allen Berenson & Sylvia
Stevens
Robert & Trish Berne
David & Laura & Laura Berol
Stefano Bertuzzi & Elena
Bisagni
James Bessin

Sarah Bessin
Betty Betz
Charles & Patricia Beverly
Rabin Bhattacharya
Darrell Bickley
Kristen Biemeesser
Richard & Lois Bierschbach
Lawrence & Barbara Bifareti
Heber Bingham
Helen Binkley
Cristin & Nicki Birch
Charles & Emily Bish
Oren Blam
William & Diane Blattner
Michael & Mary Kelly Blendy
Rosalyn Blogier
Richard Blum & Amy Caiazza
Samuel & Phyllis Blum
Jerome & Andrea Bober
Richard Bohn & Bette Rossen
Randy & Diane Bollinger
Robert & Cynthia Bonsib
Marcia Boogaard
Jeanne Bouvier
Linwood & Carole Bower
Christopher Bowerman
Martin Brabson & Gina Wimp
Thomas Brady & Deborah
Smith
Tony & Shelly Bralich
William Brannon & Katherine
Smith
Robert & Judith Bregman
Alan & Diane Breier
Andrea & Richard Brenner
Renee Brereton
Alvin & Nancy Brockway
Bruce & Cathy Brown
Neal & Ellen Brown
Karen & Kevin Brown
Bryan & Michelle Brown
Thomas & Sally Brown
Michelle Browne
Lauren Brownstein
Theodore & Ilene Bruccoleri

Kathryn Bucher & Stephen
Jessey
Christopher & Marguerite
Buckley
Frederick Buckman
Janelle Bunuan
Brian Burke & Tracey Aronson
Drew & Mary Burke
John Burmaster
Brian Busey & Linda
Arnsbarger
David Bussard & Kate Probst
Jennifer Butlin
Laurence Cable
William Cain & Barbara
Harman
Charles & Marilyn Camp
Bruce Campbell & Karen
Schulz
Richard & Carol Jean Canady
Mark & Laura Capaldini
Christina Caporale
Jerome & Tara Casagrande
Erin Cassidy
Patricia Cecil
Anita Chang
Bruce & Sarah Chapman
Barney Charlon & Linda
Bennett
Martin & Eleanor Charwat
Raymond Chavez
Adrienne Cheers
Jeff & Laurie Chenoweth
John & Debra Child
David & Rachel Chmielewski
Paul & Anne Christman
Paula Christman-Bracker
Nicholas & Patricia
Christopher
Christopher & Katie Clark
Kate Clark
Beverly Clarke
Jean Coleman
Julie Collier
Eugenia Collis & Byron Pappas
Michael Colliton & Karen
Brandt

MATCHING GIFTS
American Express
Foundation
ExxonMobil Foundation
Fannie Mae
Merck Foundation
Richard & Laura Colton
Jim & Kathleen Connor
Brandon & Kimberly Connor
Dominick Conte
Alice Coogan
Warren & Kate Coopersmith
Dennis Corbett
Denise Courbron
Sharon & Barry Covington
Thomas & Margaret Craven
Joseph Cravotta
Jeffrey & Marjorie Crosby
Roger & Barbara Cubby
Ronald & Ursula Cuneo
Tom & Penny Curtis
John & Sandra Curtis
Glen Cuthbert & Yvonne
Rene-de-Cotret
Peter & Linda Cutillo
Gerard & Rosalie Daelemans
Christopher D’Angelo &
Eugenia Gregorio
Kim Danielson
Rebecca Dann
David & Martha Dantzic
Bernardine David
Roger & Louisa Davidson
Scott Day & Melissa Ho
Holly Deckelbaum
Robert & Barbara Dellinger
Robert & Barbara DeLucia
Nancy DeLucia
Roger DeLucia
Lloyd & Laura Delvaux
William & Joy Demas
Rajiv Dembla & Komal Jaipaul
Lawrence & Deborah DemilleWagman

Noblis
Pepco Holdings, Inc
Verizon Foundation
Wiley Rein LLP

Robert & Norma Dempsey
Martin Dennis & Barbara
Lesco
Vincent & Megan Dennis
Mark & Barbara Derstine
Hilary Deutsch
Gary & Jean Diamond
Raymond & Lynn Diaz
Lee Dix & Nedra Wingate-Dix
Vincent & Genevieve Dole
Alex Dole
Bill & Kelley Donellan
Shaun Donnelly
Steven & Karen Douse
Mark & Joan Dreux
Melvin & Deborah Drozen
Judy Dudley
John & Victoria Duff
Michael Duffy & Monique
Morrissey
Linda Duncan & George
Erskine
Glenn & Trudy Duncan
William Duncan
Chris & Sue Dunn
Gregory & Jo Ann Durig
Stan & Jackie Dzierlenga
Darwin & Wizie Eads
Bert & Susan Edwards
Paul & Anne Eggers
Jonathan Ellenbogen & Becky
Sachs
William & Janis Emshwiller
Lois & Lois England
Richard & Mayfield Ertzinger
Marcia Esping
Joey & Teresa Eubank
Charlotte Exner

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE ORGANIZATIONS AND FOUNDATIONS THAT SUPPORTED BARKER IN 2017:
Amazon Smile Foundation
CohnReznick Group
David Graham Foundation
Dimick Foundation
EagleBank
George Preston Marshall
Foundation
Graham Holdings
Grayce B. Kerr Fund
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Harman Family Foundation
J.C. Kellogg Foundation
Jefferson Village Assoc. LP
R/A
John Edward Fowler
Memorial Foundation
Marcia Brady Tucker
Foundation
Mary Cannon Morris
Foundation

Maximus Foundation
Morrison & Foerster
Foundation
Neighborhood Development
Corporation
Oak Ridge Associates R/A
Potbelly
RBC Capital Markets, LLC
RBC Foundation

Rock Creek Springs
St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
Church
TEGNA Foundation
The Community Foundation
for the National Capital
Region
The Hillside Foundation
The Ina Kay Foundation

The Merrill Family
Foundation
The Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation
The Walter A. Bloedorn
Foundation
TJX Foundation, Inc.
Warren & Katherine
Coopersmith Foundation

Jennifer Fairfax
Kevin Fandl & Monica Lugo
Michael & Nancy Fanning
Joe & Susan Fantom
John & Jean Farley
Joyce Feaster
Daniel & Brenda Fedorko
David & Paula Felt
Larry & Vicki Ferrel
James & Joanne Fielding

Jeffrey & Virginia Gorman
Joe Graf & Beth Blue
W. Robert & Patricia Grafton
Philip & Linda Graham
Lawrence & Linda Grantham
Jonathan Greenblatt & Linda
Adams
John McLeod Griffiss
Dennis & Eunice Griffith
Orville & Elizabeth Grimes

John & Janet Hospital
Martin Huenneke & Lina
Sevillano
Bob & Stevie Huffman
Thomas & Ann Humphrey
James & Shelley Hutchins
Daniel & Judy Hwang
Carolee & Steven Inskeep
Douglas & Wendy Irminger
James & Sylvia Ivany

David & Kim Kessler
Ryan & Andrea Kiernan
Branson & Loree Kimball
Catherine King
Robert & Beth Kirby
Karl & Jennifer Knutsen
Mark & Linda Kogod
James & Sandra Kolb
Joan Konow
Arnold & Gloria Koonin

IN HONOR OF GIFTS
Thank you to our donors who chose to honor the special individuals below by giving to Barker:
Ana Inskeep
Andrew & Sarah
Andrew O’Brien
Anne & Paul
Christman
Barbara Donesky
Becca Berenson
Ben Krulwich
Bill Sutton
Clare & Noah Jessey
Daniel E. Walker
Danny & Jain
David Jaffe
Devin Handy

Dr. Marilyn Regier
Dr. Monika Walters
Drew O’Brien
Ellis Yang
Frederick Paul IsraelSampson
George & Frances
Woodford
Grace, Christopher,
Courtney, and Shelly
DeLucia & Taylor
Hughes
Grayson Murray
Tempelhoff

Darren & Rebecca Fields
Brian Fink & Aileen Heiman
Howard & Maren Finkel
Joseph & Rachel Firschein
Arn & Rebecca Flitcroft
Leah Florence
Allen & Elizabeth Flower
Timothy & Natalie Foley
Michael & Donna Foo
Dan Ford & Carolyn
Richardson-Ford
Richard & Kathleen Forstey
Bernard & Donna Foster
Robert & Ruth Frazier
Ann Marie & Roy Frederick
Andrew & Natalie Freeman
John & Sally Freeman
Alexander Freeman
Jelani Freeman
Howard & Elizabeth Fribush
Arnold & Poornima Friedman
David Froom & Eliza Garth
Austin & Jennifer Frum
Larry & Jan Gandal
Michael & Morgan Gandal
Mara Gandal-Powers
Mark & Lea Gargulinski
Brent & Christine Garland
Carl Gatto & Brent
Thibodeaux
Peter Gaus & Karen Sorenson
Harry & Janet Geib
Herman & Judith Gibb
Jonathan & Elizabeth Gimblett
Dagmar Gipe
Joe & Heather Gleason
Ned & Susan Goldberg
Neil & Maureen Golden
Bruce & Sherry Goodman

Israel-Sampson family
Jake Mitchell
Jan Gandal
Jane Beers
Jessica Huenneke
John & Patricia Bilello
John K Freeman
Kathy Dadley
Keira Martinez
Larry & Nonie Akman
Meskerem Seaman
Mr. & Mrs. Barker
My children’s
birthmothers

Robert & Cindy Grimm
Greg Griswold
Linda Grodin
Alfred & Lynne Groff
William & Christina Grossman
Ronald & Denise Grzesiak
Guy Gugliotta & Carla
Robbins
Adi Guzdar & Rutty Katpitia
Rustom Guzdar & Julie
Witsken
Loren Haag
Geoffrey Handy
George & Claudia Haney
Matthew & Erin Harcourt
Merrily Hardisty
Matthew & Kelly Hardy
John & Amy Harris
Jerri Harris
Bettina Heiman
Eugene & Esther Herman
Stephen & Jean Hersh
Richard Heuwinkel & Judy
Raak
Paul & Alice Hill
Evan & Stephanie Hillebrand
Daniel Himelfarb
Arthur Hirsch
Eric & Kristin Hockensmith
William & Anne Marie
Hoffman
William & Lynn Hoffman
Scott & Margo Hoffman
Alan & Marilyn Hoffman
Jeff Holden
Susan & David Hollar
Timothy & Maureen Holly
Jeremy & Melissa Holmes
Shelley & Allan Holt
Robert & Anne Hoover

Natalie Roisman
Nathan and his birth
mother, Rose
Nicole & Chris Parfett
Our son’s birth mother
Rachel & Joseph
Firschein
Rachel Shorey & Eliza
Cava
Robert & Lisa Ivany
See-Eun & Jaeyoon
Batoff
Stephen & Jean Hersh
Steven Miller

Lisa Ivany & Oliver Berrill
Leslie & Lisa Jacobs
Linda & Arthur Jacobson
Frederic & Carole Jacoby
Joseph & Joy Jacques
David & Mary Jaffe
John & Anne Jenkins
Carl & Tess Jennison
Charles Jewett
Martha Jewett
Tina Ji & Joshua Cheng
Tom Johnson & Susan Nelson
Ralph & Ellen Johnson
Erik & Tracey Johnson
Robert Kahn & Ellen Meade
Judy Kane
Eva & Irwin Kaplan
Elizabeth Karzon
Meyer & Linda Katzper
Robert & Eiko Keener
Laura Kelley
Tom Kelley
Richard & Mary Kelly
William & Mary Lee Kelly
John & Eileen Kennedy
Joseph & Janet Kennedy

Susan Pfeffer
Sylvie Shriberg
Tara Shirodkar
Taylor & Haley Young
The Murray/
Tempelhoff Family
The social workers who
support adoptions
Thomas & Emilia Tesar
Zoe Grace Adriana
Schaeffer

Steven & Pearl Korn
Joseph Kotek & Mary
Beverley-Kotek
Adam & Stephanie Krantz
Klaus & Kathy Krietsch
Sara Krulwich
Peter & Mary Lalos
John Larsen
Fred & Jonna Lazarus
Andrew Lee & Mie Ashihara
Philip & Nancy Lee
Pierron & Barbara Leef
Heidi Lehman
Kathie Lehner
Elissa Leif
Martin & Linda Leon
Chris & Kristen Leonard
Gabriel & Selene Leost
Charles Lerner
Steven & Linda Levine
Mark Lewis & Janet Nesse
Darrel & Shirley Lewis
Robert Liles
Daniel & Bettine Lipman
Paul & Gabrielle Liquorie
Susan Liss

Doris Littman
Alfred Liveright
Robert & Eleanor Long
Don & Madeleine Longano
Nancy Longmyer
Tom & Trish Looney
Diane Lopez
Dennis & Elizabeth Love
Mark & Cindy Lowenthal
Michael & Ira C. Lupu
Steve & Robyn Lustig
John Lyle
Sara Mac
Melinda & Kim MacColl
Michael & Alicia MacFarland
Robb & Barbara MacKie
William & Marcia Macy
Vincent & Debra Maffeo
Sara & Aaron Magden
Nicholas & Judy Maistrellis
Varda Makovsky
Perry & Heather Makris
Rajesh & Navjeet Malik
Bill Mallon & Debbie Boger
William Malone
Louis & JoAnn Manarin
Mahadeva & Meredith Mani
Philip Manz
Stephen & Gloria Maraldo
Joseph & Barbara Marchese
Richard & Carol Margolis
John & Juliet Marrkand
Barbara Marsden
Albert & Terri Martinez
Daniel & Ellen Masica
Albert Masino & Tonia Bain
Michael & Susan Massuda
Stanley & Nancy Maupin
Amy Mauser
Jeffrey & Susan Maynor
Michael & Janet McCarty
William & Nancy McCloskey
Jane McComb
Jason & Erin McCray
Michael & Patricia McGinnis
Patrick McKeever
Clayton & Francelia McKindra
Jenifer & Dan McLuskie
Jim McNair & Lori Larson
Karen McNeil
David & Robin Megel
Philip Mendelson
Howard & Cindy Menditch
Timothy Menter
Charnita Mercer
Jay & Diane Meriwether

IN MEMORY OF
In 2017, we were honored to receive gifts in memory of:
Christeen Laine
Jane Yagley
John Blattner
John Richards
Lawrence B. Smith, LCSWC
Leslie Scherr
Lisa Griswold McFarlane
Mauro Pittaro
Michael Horn

Michael McTavish
Micky Kennelly’s Mom
Morgan Fowler
Mr. & Mrs. Barker
Nelson Magee
Paul Thomas Neiswander
Phillip Feaster
Rhys Conway
Richard & Marjory Ridgway

Robert & Emma Nagel
Robin Allen
Rose Adolino
Sanford & Jeannette Menter
Sigrid Washington
Stephen Puleo
Susan B Rech
Susan Donnelly
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A DAY AT NATIONAL’S PARK SPONSORS
Thank you to everyone who helped us make our fantastic Day at Nationals Park a success:
Ann Brinsmead
Ben’s Chili Bowl Foundation
Berkadia/Don Marshall
Bobby & Soozie Brendler
Charles Schwab & Co., Inc.
Chesapeake Management
Christopher & Constance
Young
Congressional Bank
CT Hellmuth & Associates,
Inc.
Dreyfuss Management LLC
EagleBank
Gary & Daphne Rappaport
Gina Collis & Byron Pappas

Carl & Darlene Merry
Arnold & Mary Meyrow
Louise Milkman
Edward & Catherine Miller
Doriane Miller
Lionel & Nancy Mitchell
Hardy & Nancie Ann Moebius
Ashley Moore
Ann & Patrick Morrison
John & Emily Morse
Diane Mortiere
Alan & Karen Moshel
James & Maria Mulvehill
Charles & Sarah Murkey
Benjamin Murray & Bertus
Tempelhoff
Janet Sue Muzzi
Mary Fran Muzzi
Steven & Ellen Nadler
Joseph & Meredith Nahra
Anupam Narayan & Judith
Sugg
John & Sarah Nash
Matthew Nau & Robin Daly
Patrick & Susan Nealon
Michael & Colette Needham
Denis & Kathy Neill
Richard & Carol Newman
Jason & Lissette Nobles
Matthew & Lillian Nolan
Cheryl Nygren
Gloria Obrien
Brooks O’Brien & Kathryn
O’Brien
John & Janice O’Brien
David & Margaret O’Bryon
Gary & Kellie Obusek
Susan Ogden
Rae Oglesby
Patrick & Diane O’Neill
Blam Oren
Nathan Osburn
Scott Otteman & Connie Gelb
Larry Ozanne & Marilyn Metz
Stephen & Mary Jo Pardee
Michael & Gail Parfett
Nathan Parrish & Theresa Kim
Barry Pauls & Michele Dash
Michael & Janet Pawelski
20 2017 Annual Report

Goodman-Gable-Gould
Adjusters International
Grossberg Company LLP
John & Viki Duff
Kathy & Peter Wiernicki
Linowes & Blocher LLP
Lisa Ivany & Oliver Berrill
Lori Timan & Paul Stilp
Marilyn & Darrel Regier
Michael MacFarland
Monarc Construction, Inc.
Rachel & Joseph Firschein
RBC Wealth Management/
Amy Sturtevant
Robert & Barbara DeLucia

Bill Peressini
Stephen & Betty Perloff
Nicholas Perrins & Jacqueline
Perrins
Margie Perscheid
John & Barbara Peterson
John & Priscilla Peterson
William & Bonnie Pfeffer
Bruce & Susan Pfeffer
Malcolm & Margaret Pfunder
Bill & Sophia Phillips
Joanna Phinney
David & Catherine Pickar
Rob & Ellen Pitera
Agnes Pittaro
Alan Pollock & Pat BrettPollock
Kathy Pomerenk
Ann Poritzky
Kathleen Porter
John & Rosemary Powers
Kathleen Prentice
David & Kathy Pugh
Jeffrey & Patti Pukatch
Jack & Janice Quinn
Michael & Eileen Ragen
Julia Rao
Mohan & Girija Rao
Gary & Daphne Rappaport
Allan & Jane Rappoport
Marion Rawlinson
James Rech
Martin & Peggy Reed
Darrel & Marilyn Regier
Thomas & Ellen Rennie
Randy & Renee Reyes
Wayne & Barbara Richards
Constance Ridgway
Jorge Rivera & Jennifer Oetzel
Gary Roberts
Richard Robey & Constance
Rhind Robey
Edward & Cherisse Robinson
James & Kay Robinson
Alec Rogers & Sonya Sbar
Richard & Natalie Roisman
Robert & Diane Rolfe
Gilbert & Marcia Romaine
Daniel & Grace Rooney

Rockhammer Talent
Solutions
Rogers & Company
Shelley & Allan Holt
SONABank
The Diamond Family
The Gimblett Family
The McLuskie Family
The Meltzer Group
The Menditch Family
Tom Kelley
United Bank
Venable Foundation/ Robert
Gottlieb
WBO Capital Partners/Alex
Brown
Norman & Mary H. Roos
Anissa Rose
Harold Rosefelt
Stephen & Susan Rosenblum
Marjorie Ross
Adam Rothman & Marian
Currinder
John & Kelly Rousseau
Renee Rucker
Kurt Rumsfeld & Margo
Herron
Gregory & Veda Russ
Reed & Jenny Russell
Timothy & Judy Ryan
Sasan Sabet & Elizabeth
Kendall
Patrick Saccomandi & Betts
Abel
Myron & Judy Sagall
Steven Salop & Judith Gelman
Thomas Salzer
Gerri Sammartino
Joan Sampson
Robert & Mary Saner
Michael & Ann Santorios
Patricia Sanyer
Gary & Debbie Sauers
William & Mary Schaefer
Kelly Schaeffer
Lesley Schaffer
Patrick & Ann Scheele
John Scheibel & Ester Kurz
Barbara Scherer
Susan Scherr
Lawrence Schlang & Eliza
Button
Steven Schneider & Nora
Sheehan
Judith Schneider
Scott & Andrea Schoenfeld
Lori Schroeder
Stephen Schulze & Cathy
Shields
Diane Schwartz
Eileen Seaman
Virginia Selberg
Richard Seligman & Betsy
Biben-Seligman
David & Veronica Septoff
John & Barbara Sethian

Gregory & Candy Sexton
Dolores Sexton
Harry & Jean Seybert
Theresa Shank
Rajesh & Tracy Sharma
Barbara Shaughnessy
Jonathan & Rhonda Shaw
Kevin & Barbara Sherlock
David & Susan Sherman
Clyde Shorey
Joseph & Alicia Shortill
Robert Shreve
Erika Shugart
Bill & Maryanne Shvodian
Michael & Eleanor Silverman
Mark & Marcia Simione
Kate Simpson
Charles & Patricia Sislen
Toni Skladany
Oliver & Ivana Slattery
Julia Slattery
Lloyd & Alexandra Sloan
Len Small
Sarah Smaller-Swift
James & Christine Smith
Paul & Janet Smith
Lawther & Linda Smith
David and Lisa Smith
Jennifer Smith
Lisa Smulyan
Jane Snyder
Michael & Karen Solomon
Ray & Valerie Soto
Christopher & Emily Sower
Alison Sowers
Tracy Stanton & Carlos Cuevas
Michael & Robin Star
Perry & Dorothy Stephens
Cathy & Scott Sterling
Robert & Myrtle Stokes
Delmar & Carole Stover
Chauncey Strong
James & Marianne Stryker
Amy & Peter Sturtevant
Michael & Lori Sullivan
William & Sharyn Sutton
Nancy Swartz
Scott & Martha Synnott
James & Elizabeth Taglieri
Fred & Carolyn Talcott
Christopher Tawa & Barbara
Hanlon
Leonard Taylor & Lana Skirboll
Timothy & B.J. Taylor
Carla Taylor
Gerald & Sue Te Paske
Jody Tennant
George & Kristine Tesar
Steven & Leana Thomas
Margarita Thomas
Margeline Thomas
Edward & Gail Thompson
Lawrence & Catherine
Thompson
Margaret Thumm
Ronald & Linda Ticker

Kenneth Tinsley & Ingrid
Molinary
Turhan Tirana & Denise Marcil
William Tito & Debra Duncan
Ryan & Laurie Trainer
Thomas & Linda Tramontano
Sandra Trattner
Anthony & Laura Tridico
Mary Trotter
Glenn & Brenda Ulrich
Fred & Veda Usilton
John & Lise Valliant
Suryanarayana & Tejovathi
Vangala
Emma Vann
Jennifer Vermillion
Donald & Leatrice Vogel
Keith & Geetha Waehrer
Edward & Susan Walker
William & Penny Wallace
Mitchell & Susan Wallin
Monika Walters
John Warner
Adrian Washington & Donna
Rattley
David Weinstock & Gianna
Zuccotti
Yehuda & Yael Weisbord
Anthony & Beatrice Welters
Stephany West
Lee & Lynne Wetzell
David Wham & David Malone
Eileen Wharton
George & Peggy White
Abigail Wiebenson
Richard & Alice Wilhelm
Charles & Denise Wilkinson
Mark Willcher & Miriam
Mintzer
John & Diane Williams
Alexandra Williams
John Wolf & Barbara
Richardson
George & Donna Wolohojian
Bill & Nancy Wolverton
Jonathan & Lina Woodall
Gregory & Nancy Woodford
Stephen & Jacqueline
Woodward
Richard & Barbara Wyckoff
James & Jane Yagley
Lowell & Joyce Yamasaki
Kyle Yoder & Soma Mitra
Becca York
Michael & Cathy Young
Christopher & Constance
Young
Bernard & Ellen Young
William & Mary Young
Ronald & Terri Yuter
Richard & Elise Zaragoza
William & Charlene Zellmer
Marilyn Zett
Michael Zielinski & Frances
Teplitz
Dario & Gianna Zucchi
Carl & Peggy Zwisler

We apologize if we have inadvertently omitted a donor name from
this list. Please contact us at achristman@barkerfoundation.org,
so that we may correct our records.

L ARS & M ARITA

Helping Those Who Come Next

When Lars begins to talk about the impact
Barker’s 2017 Colombia Homeland Tour
had on him and his family, his eyes well
with tears. He says he had no idea of its
likely magnitude when he saw a notice
about the tour in a newsletter and asked his
daughter if she would like to go as a family
as her 30th birthday present.

L AR S AN D M AR ITA

Neither Lars nor Lovisa had been to Colombia since Lars and his first wife, Kerstin, had
traveled to Bogota to receive Lovisa in 1987
when she was three months old. Nor had
Marita, Lars’ second wife and a mother figure to Lovisa from a very young age. None
of the three knew what to expect.
INTENSE AND AFFIRMING
What they found was life-changing.
Barker’s Colombia Homeland tour
includes daily time for adoptees to come
together and share their thoughts and
emotions around their experiences,
both past and present. “It was intense
for Lovisa as she hadn’t spent much
time talking with other adoptees about
her adoption before. Being with people
who understand your perspective and
relate to what you are thinking about it
is so important. It was so powerful that
Lovisa is now trying to set up a group for
adopted adults in the town where she
lives so she can help others have a similar
experience,” Lars said.
It was also intense for Lars and Marita.
“Every evening, we would talk together as a family for more than hour and
Lovisa would share what she had learned
and felt during her meetings with other
adoptees. Having those conversations
about things we had never talked about
or didn’t fully understand deepened our
relationship,” Lars said.

of counseling if you hit a rough patch.
“It was helpful for people to hear that
counseling can be a healthy thing for
everyone,” Marita notes.
Lars says one of the most poignant
moments of the trip came when the
group met with a birth mom who had
placed her child through an international
adoption. “We were sitting in a big circle
and she talked about her experience. It
was so moving to hear the circumstances
of this woman and the sacrifices she was
willing to make for the good of her child.
It really hit the kids hard to know that
the good of the child was the reason for
the decision.”
Marita believes the birth mother also
took away something positive. “She
shared that birth mothers fear that their
children will hate them forever as they
go through life. She learned from the
group that that isn’t true.”

CONFRONTING FEARS

GIVING BACK

The couple says the ability to talk with
the other parents on the tour about the
potential to feel threatened by their
child’s renewed love for their home
country, particularly around adolescence,
also was important. Other topics covered
by adoptive parents in daily meetings
included helping their children incorporate their birth countries and cultures
into their identities and the usefulness

Lars and Marita are at stage in their
life when they are thinking about their
legacies and what good they can do both
now and into the future. After reflecting
on their homeland tour experience, they
knew that Barker was high on their lists
of organizations to support. Lars shares
why: “Barker has impacted not just us,
but so many families. We believe it’s
vital to give so other people can benefit

from Barker. It was the generosity of
past generations that made it possible for
Barker to help build our family and we
want to help Barker be there to do the
same for others.”
GRATITUDE
There are many different ways to support
organizations through wills, retirement
distributions, and other planned giving
options and we are grateful that Lars and
Marita have chosen to honor Barker with
their giving. We’re also grateful for their
enthusiastic affirmation of the work we do
on our homeland tours. When asked if they
would do the Colombia trip again, they
each respond with a resounding “Yes!”
This time both have tears in their eyes.

100+
PEOPLE WHO ATTEND
ONE OF OUR FIVE
MONTHLY SUPPORT
GROUPS FOR
INDIVIDUALS WHOSE
LIVES HAVE BEEN
TOUCHED BY ADOPTION
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M AKE A GIF T. CHANGE A LIFE .
RAC H EL AN D B ETHANY

BY MAKING A GIFT IN 2018, YOU CAN HELP US:
•

Further strengthen services for families adopting older children

•

Increase the availability of post-adoption counseling services
for children and adults

•

Add support/discussion groups and educational workshops as
needs emerge in our community

•

Engage hospitals and clinics and other professional caregivers
to educate them on the hallmarks of ethical, child-centered
adoption and Barker’s services

OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIVING:
•

Direct Donations

•

Volunteer Service

•

Workplace Giving

•

Donor-Advised Funds

•

In-Kind Gifts

•

•

Matching Gifts

•

Stock Donations

Minimum distributions from
401(k) and other retirement
resources

•

Honor/Memorial Gifts

•

AmazonSmiles shopping

•

Planned Giving

•

CFC Designation #38308

ONLY 44% OF OUR OPERATING EXPENSES
ARE COVERED BY FEES FOR OUR SERVICES.
MEETING THE NEEDS OF OUR CHILDREN
AND FAMILIES DEPENDS ON SUPPORT 		
FROM OUR COMMUNITY.
Please visit our website at www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org to make a gift online or to obtain more information. If you have questions,
please contact our Director of Development Anne Christman at 301-664-9664 or achristman@barkerfoundation.org.
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2017 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
The Barker Adoption Foundation completed 2017 in solid financial condition. Revenue consisted of $1.2M in
program fees for services and $1.1M in contributions from individuals, family foundations, grantors and special
events. Only 44% of Barker’s expenses are covered by program fees, making support from donors crucial to
our continued success. With a clear dedication to our mission guiding all spending decisions, donors can count
on their contributions making a difference in the lives of those we serve, with 86 cents of every dollar going
towards our programs.
The continued growth of The Friends of Barker endowment campaign Legacy II: The Next Generation has
helped to ensure Barker’s financial stability. A percentage of the investment income from the endowment
funds are distributed semi-annually to the Foundation to help support Barker’s operations. In 2017, the
amount contributed to Barker was $394,332. The dedication and generosity of the families and friends of
Barker that made this operating support possible will enable Barker to continue to provide its comprehensive,
lifelong adoption services for generations to come.

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

Year Ended December 31, 2017

The Barker
Adoption
Foundation

THE BARKER ADOPTION
FOUNDATION REVENUE
Friends of
Barker, Inc.

Grants
8%

Total

Fees for
services
53%

SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Fees for services

$ 1,220,033

$ 1,220,033

Grants

179,000

179,000

Contributions

761,724

Special Events

134,025

Revenue
Investment income net of fees
Friends of Barker Contribution to Barker
Other
Total Revenue

$ 301,588

1,063,312
134,025

2,294,782

301,588

2,596,370

43,833

1,933,153

1,976,986

394,332

(394,332)

–

21,975

–

21,975

2,754,922

1,840,409

4,595,331

EXPENSES
Program services

2,360,141

–

2,360,141

General & administrative

190,262

5,112

195,374

Fundraising

191,424

–

191,424

2,741,827

5,112

2,746,939

13,095

1,835,297

1,848,392

434,357

10,483,462

10,917,819

$ 447,452

$ 12,318,759

$ 12,766,211

Total Expenses
Change in Net Assets
Net Assets – beginning of year
Net Assets – end of year

Contributions
33%

Special Events
6%

THE BARKER ADOPTION
FOUNDATION EXPENSES
General &
administrative
7%

Fundraising
7%

Program
services
86%
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7979 Old Georgetown Road
First Floor
Bethesda, MD 20814
www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org
info@barkerfoundation.org
1-800-673-8489

OFFICES
Maryland
7979 Old Georgetown Road
First Floor
Bethesda, MD 20814
301-664-9664
District of Columbia
1066 30th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20007
301-664-9664
Virginia
2955 Monticello Drive
Falls Church, VA 22042
301-664-9664

ACCREDITATIONS AND
AFFILIATIONS
The Barker Adoption Foundation is licensed
in the District of Columbia, Maryland, and
Virginia. The agency is Hague-accredited
through the Council on Accreditation
(COA) and a member of the National
Council for Adoption, Local Independent
Charities, the Maryland Coalition for
Adoption, the Maryland Association of
Non‑Profit Organizations, the North
American Council on Adoptable Children,
the Virginia Association of Licensed Child
Placing Agencies, and featured in the
2017/2018 Catalogue for Philanthropy as
“One of the best small charities in the
Greater Washington Region.”
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