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Home Study Review Checklist 
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The following checklist is to be used by The Barker Adoption Foundation’s social work contractors and management staff to review draft and final home studies for completeness. The checklist must be completed by the Home Study Preparer and submitted to The Barker Adoption Foundation Program Director with draft studies. The Director will then use the check list to review the draft study to ensure that the required elements are included. This document is to be used in conjunction with the Home Study Template. 

Family Name:__________________________________

Social Worker: _________________________________
Date of Review:__________________

Supervisor:____________________________________
Date of Review:__________________

	Home Study Content


	Social Worker
	Reviewing Social Worker

	Coversheet
	
	

	Page length is within program requirements (located at top of HS template, or in primary provider home study guide)
	
	

	Prospective Adoptive Parents’ Identity (Name), Address, phone numbers
	
	

	List of contacts & Training (names, dates and locations) (Four face-to-face meetings with client [one in their home], one-face to-face with reference and one face-to-face with other adult if applicable) [For Korea, two in home visits are required.] 
	
	

	Summary

	Motivation for adoption (general and county specific)
	
	

	Subject of a prior home study: for approved home study, list approval date and outcome; ever started home study without completion, been rejected as adoptive parents or received unfavorable home study (each adoptive parent must be asked individually and respond individually to questions.  If previous home study was unfavorable, see CIS checklist for additional requirements)
	
	

	Adoptive Father/Adoptive Mother/Adoptive Parent

	Full names of applicants (including maiden name and any previous names), birthdates of applicants, birth place of applicants (city, state matching as listed on the birth certificate)
	
	

	Physical Description and Personality
	
	

	Family background, including relationship with siblings, parents, and a statement about the family’s support of the adoption 
	
	

	Education and Work Experience-Include degree(s) and area(s) of study
	
	

	Previous Marriage

	If applicable, list general information, reason for divorce, lessons learned, children
	
	

	Marriage (Family Life, if single)

	Date of marriage.  If applicable, state first marriage. Attitudes towards marriage Assessment of strength and stability of marriage.
	
	

	Children in the Home (if there are no children in home, please state as such)

	Gender, age, interests, education
	
	

	Attitude towards adoption
	
	

	For adult children not living at home, at least a phone interview is required if not interviewed in person
	
	

	Living arrangements (if a child of a previous marriage child away at college, etc.  If child is in college and is financially/fully independent from parents, this should be stated.)
	
	

	Children Outside of the Home (if there are no children outside the home, please state as such)

	Summary of in-person interview, written letter from the child(ren) or a telephone interview with them, in lieu of an in-person interview
	
	

	Other Adults in the Home (if no other adult in home, please state such)

	General information; relationship to applicant(s) and the reason that this individual lives in the household.
	
	

	Career; personality; interests
	
	

	Attitude towards adoption
	
	

	Health (results of medical exam). General health and free of communicable diseases. 
	
	

	Clearances – Police, FBI, CPS, International home studies require additional CPS ; as well as USCIS questions re: history of substance abuse, sexual abuse, child abuse, domestic violence, etc. in similar format to that used for discussion of applicants’ clearances and history
	
	

	USCIS questions re previous home study experience in similar format to that used for applicants. [International Only]
	
	

	Duty of Candor statement for any adult (other than the applicants) living in the home [International Only]
	
	

	Assessment of physical, mental and emotional suitability to care for a child, if applicable
	
	

	Home and Community

	If family has lived somewhere other than their current residence for over a year in the past five years, this needs to be explained including city and state of previous residence.  
	
	

	Detailed description of current home
	
	

	Neighborhood and available resources (including fire and emergency services)
	
	

	Anticipated community’s acceptance of a child born in another country/from a different culture [International only]
	
	

	Summary of firearms
	
	

	Evacuation plan 
	
	

	Pet vaccinations
	
	

	Assessment of suitability of home; compliance with State requirements (this includes the VA home checklist review and signature)
	
	

	Finances

	List evidence that was reviewed to verify financial information 
	
	

	Annual income (needs to be listed separately for each adoptive parent)
	
	

	Total assets, total liabilities, net worth, investments
	
	

	Description of monthly income and monthly expenditures
	
	

	Life insurance (policy, amount, beneficiary) and health insurance information (policy name  and confirm it will cover adopted child upon placement)
	
	

	Assessment of financial stability and suitability to care for a child.
	
	

	Guardianship

	Age, profession, health, children in the home,
	
	

	Statement that the guardians have signed a statement indicating their willingness to serve as guardianship in the event of an untimely death of the adoptive parents 
	
	

	Assessment on guardian’s suitability, including documentation of having interviewed them by phone.
	
	

	Physical and Mental Health (within six months for DC family’s)

	Name of physician, date and results of examination (Supporting statement from doctor on parent’s/children’s general health, including language as “free of communicable diseases and for children that they are up to date with immunizations” with verifications. Must be stated no referrals were made (international).)
	
	

	Psychological illnesses; physical illnesses (If no concerns, state such)
	
	

	Medications; Surgeries; abnormal results (If no medications, surgeries, etc. state such)
	
	

	Assessment on applicants’ physical, mental and emotional suitability of caring for a child. 
	
	

	Outside evaluation (including psych) [International only]
	
	

	Religions Orientation and Ethical Code

	Identify the adoptive parents religious affiliation, if any, and their plans to instill a religious and or moral and ethical code in their child(ren). Note that for Korea families must be open to allowing the child expression of religious freedom
	
	

	When the child is older, discuss the parents’ willingness to accommodate the child’s religious beliefs and/or practices.
	
	

	References

	Four letters of reference must have been received and their names and addresses documented in the study.
	
	

	Statement that the social worker has personally interviewed in person one of the references and spoken with three others via telephone
	
	

	Criminal Clearances (within three months (90 days) for Virginia families.)

	Indicate whether the adoptive parent has a history of substance abuse, sexual abuse, child abuse, domestic violence or any crime even if it didn’t result in an arrest or conviction. Each adoptive parent must be asked directly and individually and directly respond.
	
	

	If any answers are yes, explanation and social worker’s assessment of suitability, rehabilitation. 
	
	

	Criminal History Information— criminal records, state checks, local checks, abuse & violence screenings. Include the dates the background checks and screenings were completed. (Maryland families must also complete a child support background check; Virginia families must also complete a sworn statement
	
	

	If there is any criminal history, USCIS requires court records and a signed statement from parent and evidence of rehabilitation [International only]
	
	

	CPS clearances for all states/countries the applicants lived in since their 18th birthday (for any length of time, example: summer) [International Only, use chart format]
	
	

	Driving Records 

	Date and jurisdiction from which the record was received
	
	

	Summary of results
	
	

	Fire and Safety

	DC & VA completed self certified fire and safety inspection
	
	

	MD Name of inspector, date of inspection, and results of the inspection
	
	

	Health Inspection (MD only)

	Name of inspector, date of inspection, and results of the inspection
	
	

	Attitude Toward Parenting

	Experience with children; Preparation for special needs or an older child (if applicable)
	
	

	Parenting philosophy, strategies, role models, discipline
	
	

	Corporal punishment statement
	
	

	Child care plans
	
	

	Six week policy (DI, International), Twelve week policy (PWNL), both policies (Dual families) stated
	
	

	Readiness for Adoption

	Summary of the adoptive parent’s efforts to prepare to parent a child through adoption 
	
	

	Preparedness to parent whoever their future child will become
	
	

	Understanding of grief, loss, bonding, attachment
	
	

	Summary of training [International  Only]
	
	

	Post-placement contacts [Domestic only]
	
	

	Plan to expose child to birth culture, language, support systems, family education and preparedness etc. [International and Trans-racial adoptions only]
	
	

	Willingness, preparation and readiness for a child with special needs and/or who is older, if applicable
	
	

	Assessment of the family’s readiness and suitability to parent a child through adoption
	
	

	Understanding International/Domestic Adoption

	Understanding risks, delays, uncertainties, international adoption process in general, adjustment associated with adoption
	
	

	Statement about discussion of the  ICPC and the post-placement requirements
	
	

	Understanding of risks and issues associated with adopting a child with special needs and/or who is older, if applicable 
	
	

	Placement Considerations

	Age range, gender, health risks, medical issues, and special needs accepted, number of children accepted. Must state “PAPs are well prepared for the special needs the are open to.” 
	
	

	For special needs be very specific about how the family defines “special needs” they could accept 
	
	

	Interstate Compact for the Placement of Children (Domestic Infant and PWNL only)

	Parents have been informed of the requirements 
	
	

	Duty of Candor (International only)
	
	

	Evaluation and Recommendation

	Approval for: age; gender; number of children; health status; any restrictions; Specific Special Needs Approval if applicable
	
	

	Country requirements are met [international only]
	
	

	Certification that all copies of this home study are identical and will be provided to (country) and the Citizenship and Immigration Services [international only]
	
	

	Agency’s Certification and Authority to Conduct Home Studies

	Statement Barker’s qualification to conduct home studies
	
	

	License number and Date of licensure expiration
	
	

	Social Worker’s qualification and licensure information [international only]
	
	

	Hague accreditation [Hague only]
	
	

	Barker property
	
	

	Declaration of home study preparer [Hague only]
	
	

	Signatures

	Signature/date of social worker completing the home study
	
	

	Signature/date of manager(s) approving the home study
	
	

	Date of home study approval
	
	

	Notary signature and date
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