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HOME STUDY UPDATE

FAMILY NAME
FAMILY ADDRESS
 (home)
 (work – name of parent)
 (cell – name of parent)
 (work – name of second parent, if applicable)
 (cell – name of second parent, if applicable)



Date of Home Visit:   
Name of those Present at Visit:   Jim and Joy Smith

SUMMARY:

The text below is sample language only and should not be used verbatim.  The social worker should use his/her own clinical skills and writing skills to assess and summarize the family.

Jim and Joy Smith were interviewed on DATE for the purpose of updating their original home study, which was approved by The Barker Adoption Foundation on DATE.  The Smiths were originally approved to adopt a child of either gender and as young as possible under the age of six months.  NOTE WHETHER THERE HAVE BEEN ANY CHANGES TO THIS.  They are willing to consider adopting a child up to the age of one year.  The Smiths would like to adopt a child of African American, Asian, Caucasian, or Hispanic heritage.  The Smiths also are open to considering twins.  Jim and Joy are open to situations involving correctable medical problems (cleft palate/lip; club foot); prematurity (no earlier than 35 weeks) or low birth weight; a child with no background information; limited or no social and medical history; a child conceived by rape; malnutrition; slow physical development; physical limitations, including missing limb, hearing loss, and blindness; and mild to moderate depression and/or anxiety in the family history.  Smiths would like to consider on a case-by-case basis situations involving drug and/or alcohol use by the birth mother during pregnancy; significant mental illness in birth family history; or mental retardation.  They remain committed to their adoption plan.

STATE OF VIRGINIA 36 MONTH RE-EVALUATION (VA FAMILIES ONLY)
(This section is only applicable to families who are residing in VA, and whose original home study is 36 months old at the time of HSU).
The Smith family’s original home study was approved on [date]. There have been no children placed in the home since the last home study was approved. Per Virginia Regulations, a 36-month re-evaluation was conducted of the Smith family.  Since the original home study was approved, annual updates have been completed on [list dates], and the Smith family has demonstrated continued readiness and capacity to support [a child or twins; siblings; etc] up to [insert age] years of age.  

Updated tuberculosis screenings were obtained from the Smith family for Jim on [date] and Joy on [date]. Both screenings indicate the absence of tuberculosis in a communicable form.  [NOTE: If there are other household members, a new screening must be conducted for them as well.] 

New signed policies were obtained from the Smith Family. (Client’s name) and (Client’s name) signed the Agency’s corporal punishment statement on [date] that prohibits inflicting pain or discomfort on a child as a method of teaching or punishing.  (Client’s name) and (Client’s name) have also signed updated versions of the Agency’s Child Immunization Policy, and Confidentiality Policy which are on file with the Agency.

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN THE PAST YEAR
There have been no significant changes for Jim during the past year.  He continues to work at Company X as a Project Manager.  Joy left her position at Company Y in MONTH, YEAR as a Marketing and Communications Specialist.  Joy found the job to be adding unnecessary stress to their lives and after careful consideration with Jim, decided to take some time off from working.  

Joy plans to continue to stay at home and will not seek any out of the home employment for at least a year following the placement of a child.  Jim plans to take six weeks leave from his job.  If Joy does to return to work after a year, her mother will provide childcare for their child.

Note any changes to the approval above, including special needs of children, race of birth parents, openness to relationships with birth parents, incorporating language and/or culture into their home, continuing education, etc. 

MANAGING THE WAITING PERIOD 
Jim and Joy have a full life filled with family, friends and work. In MONTH, YEAR, they came very close to having a child placed with them.  However, the birth mother decided to parent rather than to place her child for adoption.  This was a difficult time for them, and included many days spent in the hospital with the child and the birth mother.  During this difficult time, Jim and Joy supported each other, effectively used the staff of The Barker Adoption Foundation, and relied on the support from family and friends.  

The Smiths have decided to explore adoption websites as a possible way to expand their options for a placement of a child while still being in Barker’s comprehensive program.  This includes options such as creating an online profile page and a Facebook page. They also hope to connect with other Barker waiting and adoptive families and have made a commitment to come to the waiting parent meetings.  They are also planning to attend the next Barker adoption conference. 
 
HOME AND COMMUNITY
Jim and Joy continue to live in a single family home located in TOWN, STATE.  Their home was built in 1922 and they bought it in 2007.  Their home is three levels and has a wonderful, large back yard with a brick patio they built themselves.  Their location provides them the best of both worlds with a beautiful landscape, a quite back yard, but near a city with several universities that provides a great deal of cultural and educational activities, as well as racial and ethnic diversity.  Excellent schools, medical facilities, retail stores and many recreational opportunities are available close by.

The first level of their home includes a living room, dining room, kitchen, a full bath, laundry room and a guest bedroom/office.  The second floor includes a master bedroom, a full bath and a guest room which will become the nursery when they bring a child home.  The basement is unfinished and is used primarily for storage.  The Smiths have a warm and welcoming home that is comfortable and decorated with many family photos. Housekeeping standards are excellent, and no safety hazards were noted.  On date, Jim and Joy signed the Foster and Adoptive Home Environment Checklist stating that their home meets the state of Virginia’s requirements for a safe and suitable home for a child.  This social worker has reviewed and signed off on that checklist as well.

The Smiths were asked if there were any firearms in the home or on the premises, and they each responded “no.”  Additionally, they signed The Barker Adoption Foundation’s weapon policy statement on DATE.  

"(Client(s)) has/have reviewed and signed the Medication and Hazardous Substance Safety & Storage Policy on (date). During home study interviews, this worker discussed their plan for securing these items once a child is placed in their home. (Insert discussed plans, i.e. storing in locked cabinet, in lock box, behind child locks etc.). "

Jim and Joy have two dogs that are happy and sweet-natured pets.  Both dogs are current on rabies and other immunizations. 

PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH
Jim Smith was examined by NAME, M.D. on DATE, and was found to be in good physical and mental health, with a normal life expectancy.  Jim does not condone the use of illegal substances, nor does he have a history of alcohol abuse.  He has no communicable diseases or medical issues that would impact his parenting ability.

Joy Smith was examined by NAME, M.D. on DATE, and was found to be in good physical and mental health, with a normal life expectancy.  Joy does not condone the use of illegal substances, nor does she have a history of alcohol abuse.  She has no communicable diseases or medical issues that would impact her parenting ability.

CRIMINAL AND CHILD ABUSE CLEARANCES 
As part of its routine procedures, The Barker Adoption Foundation has received information from the Background Investigations Unit regarding criminal history and from the Child Protective Services regarding child abuse and neglect history.  The clearances from the Background Investigations Unit in Virginia cover a fingerprint check through the Virginia State Police and a fingerprint check through the Federal Bureau of Investigation.  These clearances were received for Jim Smith DATE and for Joy Smith on DATE.  Clearances were received from the Child Protective Services for Jim Smith on DATE and for Joy Smith on DATE.  The results have been reviewed and meet the standards for the Commonwealth of Virginia (verified) and the requirements of The Barker Adoption Foundation. 

In addition, (Name)and (Name) individually replied “no” to the following questions:
a. Have you ever been arrested or convicted, whether in the United States or abroad?
b. Do you have a history of being convicted of child abuse, sexual abuse, or domestic violence, whether in the United States or abroad? 
c. Do you have a history of alcohol, drug or substance abuse, whether in the United States or abroad? 

FINANCES 
Jim and Joy are well-prepared to provide for a child.  The family’s adjusted gross income in MOST RECENT YEAR FOR WHICH THEY FILED TAXES was $XXX according to the 1040 Tax Forms submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Smith.  Jim Smith’s current annual salary is $XXXX.  Salaries, assets and liabilities were verified using letters from employers, financial statements, bank letters, tax forms and the family’s self report.

The family provided updated financial information.  Their total assets are approximately $XXX.  These assets include their home which is valued at $XXX; cash, savings and checking accounts totaling $XXX; retirement accounts totaling $XXX; automobiles valued at $XXX; life insurance valued at $XXX; and stocks and bonds valued at $68,000.  The family’s liabilities total $XXX and include a remaining balance on education loans of $XXX; automobile loan balance of $20,000; the balance owed on credit cards of $XXX and the balance owed on their home which is $XXX.  The family’s net worth is $XXX.

The family’s monthly net income is $XXX.  Their monthly expenses include $XXX for mortgage; $XXX for car loans; $XXX for car insurance; $ XXX for auto maintenance and gas; $300 for groceries; $XXX for utilities; $ XXX for medical insurance premiums; $XXX for entertainment/dining; $XXX for life insurance premiums; $XXX for gym/fitness; and $XXX for miscellaneous.  This leaves a monthly remaining discretionary of $XXX.  Jim and Joy Smith are able to support a child with this remaining income.

The family has life insurance policies in the amount of $XXX. The family has health insurance through NAME, which covers their adopted children and is effective upon placement without limitations for pre-existing conditions. 

The Smith family continues to have the financial ability and stability to care for any child they adopt. 

VIRGINIA ADOPTIVE PARENT TRAINING (Virginia regulations require that each adoptive parent participate in four hours of in-service training/year while awaiting placement of a child)

Mr. and Mrs. Smith completed “TRAINING NAME” and “TRAINING NAME” through NAME OF ORGANIZATION on DATE, for a total of X training hours.

EVALUATION, RECOMMENDATION AND APPROVAL
The Barker Adoption Foundation has conducted a home study and found Jim and Joy Smith to be well-prepared for the domestic adoption of a child or twins from the U.S. In the judgment of this Agency, they have shown that they are capable of providing for the emotional, physical, financial, and educational needs of a child or twins.  

The Barker Adoption Foundation therefore approves Jim and Joy Smith for the domestic adoption of an infant or twins, of either gender and as young as possible up to one year of age.  They are approved for the adoption of a child of African American, Asian, Caucasian, or Hispanic heritage.  Jim and Joy are approved for situations involving correctable medical problems (cleft palate/lip; club foot); prematurity (no earlier than 35 weeks) or low birth weight; a child with no background information; limited or no social and medical history; a child conceived by rape; malnutrition; slow physical development/cause unknown; physical limitations, including missing limb, hearing loss, and blindness; mild to moderate depression and/or anxiety in the birth family; drug and/or alcohol use by the birth mother during pregnancy; significant mental illness in birth family history; or mental retardation.  

The Barker Adoption Foundation will provide post-placement services and follow-up visits, and will send timely reports to the appropriate authorities.

AGENCY’S CERTIFICATION/AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT HOME STUDIES 
[bookmark: _Hlk100073041]The Barker Adoption Foundation is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit child placement agency, licensed in Maryland, Virginia and Washington, DC.  The Barker Adoption Foundation is authorized to conduct home studies in the States of Virginia, Maryland and Washington, DC under its license.  The license number is _______ with an expiration date of ___________. (For DC: License number CPA-054, expiration date April 3, 2026; For Maryland: License number DHS300000213, expiration date August 26, 2027; For Virginia: License number CPA-39, expiration date April 17, 2026.)

The home study update is the property of The Barker Adoption Foundation. It was prepared solely for the purpose of an adoption from the United States. It is not to be reproduced or used for any other purposes without permission from The Barker Adoption Foundation.




___________________________________________
NAME, Licensure
Clinical Social Worker


____________________________________________
NAME, Licensure
Approving Staff Title		      


 Date of Home Study Update Approval:  ________________________________	
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